- DOE can both

preserve, develo

“excess land for
~city’s beneﬁt

Qur oplmon pages have

- been abuzz in.recent weeksr

reaardmg the Three Bends

area of Ogk Ridge, with col-

umns and letters to the edi-
tor regarding the issue.

. The Three Bends area is &

3,000-acre tract of land with

20 miles of shoreline on: the

_ south part of Oak Ridge, run-
*“ning from the former Solway -

 Bridge to the west, or left as-
- you enter the city across the.

. bridge.

At the end ef August Ellen
Smith wrote a column for the:

- group Advocates for the Oak

- Ridge Reservation arguing for
either extension, or’ permas
nence, ofan agreement to main-
tain the 3,000 acres of Three
Bends as a conservation and

wildlife man‘.gement area.. .
Smith’s coliimn was immie~

dlately followed by a columnjt ‘
response from former state

Rep. David Coffey.
Both agreed the ds
former DOE § ary.
Richardson to create fhe con-

- servation drea was & sur-

prise. This fact aloné should

merit a carefiil smdy of the
- issue before the current 5=
- year agreement is extended or
~ made. permanent eaﬂy next
year.

tential.

This issue doesn’t fit the

typical political mode these
 days of fiery Democratic or
- Republican resolve. Rather, it
- favors the more practlcai and

_formerly more common, ap-

proach of compromise:
Two thmgs are clear in our
mind.

First, Oak Ridge is a very'

_green city, despite its horrid
“reputation. We have the UT
- Arboretum, which is more

_set aside for permanent con-
.servation on the west end of o
+QOak Ridge..” = ' '

. While Szmth worries about :
_ the conservation of the area,
- Coffey sees the economic po-

Jthan 2 200 acres We have
‘Haw Ridge Park, more than

750 acres. And just within the'
last couple of yeats; we’ve
had an additional 3,000 acres. -

Adciltlonal'ly; bak Rldge
has, according. to’ 'hg city’s
‘Web site, “over 30 miles of

‘public greenways. ‘and walk=
;mgtralls —nearly double the
- average length in comparable o
“cities in Tennessee. ‘Also,
Oak Ridge has 46 acres of

parkland per 1,000 popula-

_tion, nearly five times the
‘national standard i ' .

Second, ‘it’s: clear Oak -v":i

“Ridge has barely grown in
. either population or revenue -
~ baseinthe last 40 years, The

city bears both the asset and
inherent bt_mien _of havmg

toris iif'eak hy any standaré ;z
Th" 3, 900 acres of the'

, p ;
“highest and best | use outsuie P

the Department , -
- Obviously, some parts of

the area aren’t suited for de-

velopment, such as Freels

- Cabin, which was built mi’ .
1820:

- But at the same time, addz-‘v

'tmnal land for lake front
.housmg would help reduce
the tax pressure om both -
' homeowners and businesses.

- Without a doubt, there’sa
nice compromise, which

could be hammered out: This

compromise could perma-

‘nently preserve a portion for

conservation while also al-
fowing the city more land for -

; future growth



