Department of Energy

Oak Ridge Operations
- P.0O. Box 2001 '
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831 —

August 2, 2001

Mr. Brian Bowen, Administrator

Tennessee Natural Areas Program

Division of Natural Heritage

Department of Environment and Conservation
14® Floor L&C Tower

401 Church Street

Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0447

Dear Mr. Bowen:
DESIGNATED .STATE NATURAL AREAS ON THE OAK RIDGE RESERVATION

I'would like to express my appreciation for your letter dated June 18, 2001, regarding the
i logically significant lands located on the Oak Ridge Reservation

(ORR) through the Natural Areas Preservation Act of 1971 (TCA 11-14-101). Your letter is

Sincerely,

Nk

G. Leah Dever
Manager

cc (w/incoming): 4 p— o
Frank Harris, ORNLRS¢- 4562 N R 3. D.R. Allen, SE:32, ORO

Pat Parr, ORNL 3¢dq - (505 , Em305R N. L. Carnes, CC-10, ORO
E. G. Cumesty, M-2, ORO WS- (0D R. M. DeVault, NU-52; ORO

R. D. Folker, M-2, ORO ' J. D. Jackson, NU-50, ORO
M. K. Morrow, M-2, ORO o2 C. A. Spoons, NU-52, ORO



STATE OF TENNESSEE :
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION -

| RECEIVED
June 18, 2001 OFFICE OF THE MANAGER
bfzifo)

Ms. Leah Dever, Manager
Department of Energy
Oak Ridge Operations

P. O. Box 2001

Oak Ridge, TN 37831

Dear Ms. Dever:

I am submitting the enclosed proposal, on behalf of the Tennessee Department of Environment
and Conservation’s Natural Areas Program (NAP), to protect ecologically significant lands at the
Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) under the Natural Areas Preservation Act of 197].

Protection under this Act is achieved through state natural area designation, and is accomplished
by legislative action amending the Act to include new areas, Presently, the Act protects 62
Designated State Natural Areas in Tennessee, covering some 90,000 acres. New natural areas
may be proposed and designated annually, based upon recommendations of the State’s Natural
Areas Advisory Committee and the Commissioner of the Department of Environment and
Conservation. When such areas are not in state ownership, the cooperation of the property
i being submitted for consideration by the Natural Areas Advisory

areas that we are proposing for designation. Please find enclosed the supporting documentation -

FILE gppy

Division of Natural Heritage, 14" Floor L&C Tower, 401 Church Street, Nashville TN 37243-0447 Pheone 615/532-043]



Ms. Leah Dever
June 18, 2001
Page 2

A major reason for proposing designation is to protect this land .in perpetnity.  While we are
pleased to have had 3 Natural Areas Registry Agreement in place with DOE since 1985, we

propose designation.
Designation would not Tequire any change in Property ownership and should not conflict with
présent management objectives. The Justification for this action is based op sound science

(please see statement of purpose). The perpetual protection of designation benefits both the

precious natural resources of the ORR and the citizens of Oak Ridge and Tennessee, The
designation is complementary to and compatible with the DOE mission as published in the

ORNL Land Facilities Plan. The proposed designation excludes areas with existing facilities, as
well as providing adequate areas for future development. '

I appreciate your consideration of this proposal. The Natural Areas Program would pbe please to
meet with you and others at the Reservation to discuss this proposal in greater detail. The

enclosed descriptions ang site summaries should provide the necessary framework to pursue

designation. I look forward to hearing from you in the near future to discuss this proposal.

Sincerely,

Brian Bowen, Administrator
Tennessee Natura] Areas Program

cc: Reginald Reeves
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