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Zoning district could allow for zoos, amusement parks

BY BEN Pounps
bpounds@oakridger.com

A new type of zoning district,
under consideration for Oak
Ridge, could allow for motor-
sports parks, but also zoos, sum-
mer camps, retreats and amuse-
ment parks.

The Oak Ridge Municipal
Planning Commission is sched-
uled to discuss the proposed
district at 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 10.

The idea for the “Special
Recreation District” as the city
Community Development De-
partment has called it, came as
a result of a developer's propos-
al to build a motorsports park
with an amphitheater, RV
campsite and other amenities
on several parcels of the Hori-
zon Center. The Horizon Center
is located near, but not in, the
Black Oak Ridge Conservation
Easement (BORCE) and the

former K-25 site.

Planning Commission will
have to approve this new district
in order for it to go forward to
City Council for final approval.

Thursday's meeting is a work
session, meaning the Planning
Commission can take no vote.
The full meeting agenda is
available online.

You can view the meeting at
oakridgetn.gov/online/streaming.

In accordance with Gov. Bill

Lee’s executive orders regarding
limiting public gatherings to pre-
vent the further spread of
COVID-19, as well as allowing
public meetings to be conducted
by electronic means, the meeting
will be conducted with planning
commissioners participating
electronically through video or
audio conferencing. The Munici-
pal Building courtroom, where
the meeting will take place, will
not be open for members of the

public to attend in person.

However, you may submit
public comments electronically
to commdev@oakridgetn.gov, or
by post to City of Oak Ridge -
Planning Commission, PO Box
1, Oak Ridge, TN 37831. Contact
the Community Development
Department at (865) 425-3531
or visit www.oakridgetn.gov for
more information.
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US govt, states sue Facebook
for ‘predatory’ conduct

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Federal regulators on
Wednesday sued to force
Facebook to sell off its In-
stagram and WhatsApp
messaging services. In a
separate case, 48 states and
districts also accused the
company of abusing its
market power in social net-
working to crush smaller
competitors.

The antitrust lawsuits
were announced by the
Federal Trade Commission
and New York Attorney
General Letitia James.

“It's really critically im-
portant that we block this
predatory acquisition of
companies and that we re-
store confidence to the
market,” James said during
a press conference an-
nouncing the lawsuit.

The FTC said Facebook
has engaged in a “a system-
atic strategy” to eliminate
its competition, including
by purchasing smaller up-
and-coming rivals like In-
stagram in 2012 and
WhatsApp in 2014. James
echoed that in her press
conference, saying Face-
book “used its monopoly
power to crush smaller ri-
vals and snuff out competi-
tion, all at the expense of
everyday users.” /

Facebook is the world's
biggest social network with
2.7 billion users and a com-
pany with a market value of
nearly $800 billion whose

swagger. Facebook did not
have immediate comment.

James alleged Facebook
had a practice of opening
its site to third-party app
developers, then abruptly
cutting off developers that
it saw as a threat. The law-
suit — which includes 46
states, Guam and the Dis-
trict of Columbia — ac-
cuses Facebook of
anti-competitive conduct
and using its market domi-
nance to harvest consumer
data and reap a fortune in
advertising revenues.

“For years, Facebook has
used its monopoly power as
a social networking website
to stifle competition and
innovation and to sell
alarming amounts of user
data to make money, all at
the expense of the many
people who use its plat-
form,” North Carolina At-
torney General Josh Stein,
who was on the executive
committee of attorneys
general conducting the in-
vestigation, said.

“Personal social net-
working is central to the
lives of millions of Ameri-
cans,” Ian Conner, director
of the FTC's Bureau of
Competition, said in a
statement. “Facebook’s ac-
tions to entrench and
maintain its monopoly
deny consumers the bene-
fits of competition. Our
aim is to roll back Face-
book's anticompetitive
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Proposed district

Planning Commission
previously discussed ideas
for the new district at an
earlier work session. As
with most zoning districts,
the focus is general and
goes beyond developer
H.E. “Rusty” Bittle’s initial
proposal for the motor-
sports park.

A presentation by the
city of Oak Ridge staff de-
scribed the proposed dis-
trict as being for “flexible
use and high quality facili-
ties for recreation, specta-
tor sport or entertainment
that serve a regional de-
mographic and may draw
larger crowds for special
events.”

“This is not easy. I'm
sure we’ll make some
changes as we move for-
ward,” Community Devel-
opment Director Wayne
Blasius told the Planning
Commission during the
earlier work session.
“We're not trying to rush
it. We're also not trying to
let it lay around,” he later
added.

He said it was impor-
tant that the permitted
uses list “reflects some-
thing that we would want.”

Staff listed some per-
mitted uses of the pro-
posed district in a
presentation: road and
race courses, amphithe-
aters and outdoor the-
aters, trails and “other
passive recreation,” sports
and athletic facilities,
amusement parks, zoos,

golf courses or driving
ranges, country clubs, fair-
grounds, parks and other

use, Planning Commis-
sioner Jane Shelton said
Oak Ridge had in the past
had two Girl Scout camps.

Campgrounds, under
the version of the proposal
staff presented at the ear-
lier meeting could include
“travel trailer parks” in-
tended for temporary
recreational use, but not
for people living in them
permanently.

It would allow as “acces-
sory uses”: hotels, confer-
ence and meeting spaces,
food and beverage facili-
ties and dwellings units
for caretakers among oth-
ers. In keeping with Bit-
tle’s stated plans for land
at the Horizon Center, it
would allow for research
and development facili-
ties. He and others con-
nected with the
development have stated
at various meetings their
desire to build a research
and development facility
as part of the project and
give a space for testing by
automobile companies,
departments of trans-
portation, insurance com-
panies and even Oak
Ridge National Labora-

tory.

Restrictions

The proposal by staff
stated any development in
such a district would need
to be 30 feet from the
edge of the district and
100 feet when the edge
borders “residential or
greenbelt properties.”

The maximum building
height would be 40 feet,
but Planning Commission
could approve taller build-
ings for individual devel-
opments. -
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