
Overview of Cultural Landscape & History of Three Bends
Doug Colclasure, Ellen Smith and Virginia Dale





Freels Bend





"The proclamation signed today will help balance 
recent land use initiatives to foster economic 
development in the Oak Ridge area with better 
protection for unique habitat and wildlife," said 
Secretary Richardson.



• Three Bend Scenic and Wildlife Management Refuge Area
• Important habitat & home for threatened, endangered, & rare species 

• Animals: bald eagles, ospreys, and migrant songbirds.
• State listed rare plants: Canada Lily and Tall Larkspur. 

• A combination of open fields, hedgerows, woodlots, wetlands, & water  
that is rare in the region. 

• Recognized special habitats: 
• Chestnut Oak-Tuliptree-White Oak Hickory Forests 
• White Oak-Northern Red Oak-Hickory Forests 
• Oak-Hickory-Ash Limestone Woodlands

• The historic Freels Cabin, built in the 1820s & one of the earliest 
settlements in the area.

• The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, in consultation with DOE 
and the Oak Ridge community, prepared a cooperative agreement 
• Serves as a natural resources management plan for Three Bends 
• Establishes guidelines for managing the area to preserve & enhance its 

natural attributes.

• Limestone Sinkholes 
• Limestone Barrens



Solway Bend

Gallaher Bend

Freels Bend

Clark Center Park

Three Bends Scenic and Wildlife 
Management Area



Solway Bend



Freels Bend



Gallaher Bend



























































Solway Bend

Gallaher Bend

Freels Bend

Clark Center Park

Three Bends Scenic and Wildlife 
Management Area


