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Board OKs selling 320 acres in OR for
motorsports park complex; cost $4.8M
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OAK RIDGE, Tenn. — The
Oak Ridge Industrial Board has
agreed to sell land to a company
interested in developing a motor-
sports park complex in Oak
Ridge.

The resolutlon states H.E. Bit-
tle of Hardin Valley Land Part-
ners will pay about $4.8 million
for about 320 acres at the Hori-
zon Center. The full resolution is
online at http://oridb.net/motor-

sports-park/ , which includes a
map of the different parcels of
land.

The Oak Ridge Industrial De-~
velopment Board (IDB) oversees
selling land at the Horizon Cen-
ter, which is the former U.S. De-
partment of Energy-owned land
in west Oak Ridge. The resolu-
tion to sell the land was approved
by a 6-1 vote with member Phil
Yager casting the only nay vote.

“I think this is a very good
chance to turn this city around,”

IDB member Harold Trapp said
at the meeting.

During the meeting, Bittle said
the development will include
walking and cycling trails, which
visitors can use at any time. With
the track, he said he hoped to
have members use it when they
wish but also to rent it out for
events. '

“We want to have a multitude
of events here,” he said in re-
sponse to a question by IDB
member Roger Petrie about pos-

sibly allowing cycling events.
Bittle talked about the motor-
spors park including garages, an
RV campground and lodging. He
also talked about an amphithe-
ater for concerts, but he said he is
not looking to host loud bands. In
past presentations, Bittle and
David Hinkel, principal for The
Outlet Resource Group, have also
talked about including restau-
rants, a conference center and a
carting track.
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Even though the city
has discussed providing
more electricity to the site,
Bittle said during the
meeting that power needs
are “not a concern for us
at this point” At another
point, he said the track
will not have lighting.

The IDB vote came af-
ter comments from many
people, Oak Ridge resi-
dents and people from out
of town. Proponents, some
wearing shirts promoting
their position, said the de-
velopment would draw in

Screen capture by Ben Pounds/The Ouak Ridger
ment Board agreed to sell several parcels of
y Land Pariners. Bittle, in
Building Courtroom.

visitors, jobs and revenue
to Oak Ridge and help at-
tract automotive research.
Some talked of the fond-
ness for motorsports ac-
tivities.

Opponents who spoke
at the meeting said the
course will be noisy, that it
might harm wildlife and
get in the way of people
enjoying a nearby green-
way route. They also said
it might prevent the land
from being developed for
industry and people get-
ting higher pay for indus-
try than for service jobs.

While IDB has made its
decision, the development
still faces obstacles. The
parcels Bittle plans to buy

forefront at right,

are separated in some cas-
es by “permanent natural
areas,” which city attorney
Ken Krushinski said are
owned by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, not the
industrial development
board. These natural areas
are not part of the nearby
Black Oak Ridge Conser-
vation Easement
(BORCE). Bittle said he
would need to figure out
some way to get access
routes between the differ-
ent parcels.

Ben Pounds is a staff re-
porter for The Oak Ridger.
Call him at (865) 441-2317
and follow him on Twitter

@Bpoundsjournal.

2 face criminal charges for
large Tennessee house party

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Two people
accused of hosting a house party in Ten-
nessee that attracted hundreds of people
have been charged with violating emer-
gency health orders put in place during
the coronavirus pandemic, police said.

Jeffrey W. Mathews, 36, and Christo-
pher 'Shi' Eubank, 40, own the properties
where the party took place and were
charged with misdemeanor counts of vio-
lating local emergency health orders in
connection with the Aug. 1 party in
Nashville, news outlets reported, citing a
statement from police. :

The men were accused of hosting a
gathering in excess of 25 people, not re-
quiring social distancing and not requiring
face coverings.

County Sheriff's Office records. His attor-
ney did not immediately return a request
for comment from The Tennessean.

As of Wednesday morning, Eubank, a
vocalist for the band Savage After Mid-
night, had not surrendered to authorities,
news outlets reported. It was not immedi-
ately clear whether he had an attorney
who could comment on his behalf.

Stocks rebound

(AP) — Stocks marched broadly higher
on Wall Street Wednesday, briefly nudg-
ing the S&P 500 above its all-time clos-
ing high set in February, before the coro-
navirus pandemic led to a historic mar-
ket plunge. The benchmark index

On Tuesday. police said both men were




